A GUARD from the palace enters and BASH and SMASH cross quickly to SR to avoid being noticed. They both try to hide behind a pot of flowers. Throughout the following conversation there is comedy business as they try different ways to stay hidden behind the flowers. The GUARD walks over to the BAKER who has moved to CS nearer to BASH and SMASH.
GUARD:		Morning.
BAKER:	Morning. How’s things in the palace after what happened at the party for Princess Rosamund
GUARD:	Nasty business what happened. Queen Veronica is distraught. I’ve spent day and night burning all the spindles in the Kingdom.
BAKER:	I thought I could smell something, like burnt pants. It must be all the smoke.
GUARD:	Well it’s not me. My uniform was fresh on this morning. 
BAKER:	I’m sorry, I don’t know what that smell is then.
(They both start sniffing. BASH smells SMASH, grabs his nose, gags and pushes him over. SMASH smells his own armpits and pretends to pass out. The BAKER and GUARD having looked and smelt towards SL are now turning SR. BASH freezes like a statue. Before the BAKER and GUARD see them a MAID runs on SL)
GWEN:		(shouting) The princess is missing! The princess is missing!
(Everyone crowds around the MAID. BASH and SMASH stand at the edge of the group trying to hear what’s happening)
GUARD:		What! What happened?
GWEN:	I went into the nursery to change her nappy for Nanny Vava Voom – again - and she was just gone, poof! Do you think it was Carabosse?
MILKMAID:	It’s too sneaky for that evil show-off. If she had done something to the princess, she would want us all to know about it.
STREET SWEEPER:	Poor King Horace and Queen Vernoica! How are they?
GWEN:	In shock I think they are just sat in the throne room staring into space like this. (she stares at the audience with her mouth hanging open and her eyes wide)
TOWNSPERSON:	What are we going to do?

GUARD:	I don’t know, but I have to get to the castle.
